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COMMODOREõs LETTER 
 
Mayõs weekend weather has been extra special.  
Our Commissioning Chowder on a sunny, breezy 
Mother's Day got our 119th season started with a 
bang.   The large gathering of members appeared 
to really enjoy themselves. The Club facilities 
were in tip top shape, thanks to Jack Fadden and 
his staff.  A week later, a record crowd turned out 
for the Commodore's Cocktail Party in absolutely 
perfect weather.  Several members labeled it    
òthe best party of the season.ó  It was, after all, 
the first.  By the time you read this, the Memorial 
Day picnic and the MJYC Memorial Day activities 
will have taken place.  Iõm sure they were hugely 
successful and trust the month of Mayõs good 
weather record continued. 
 

  
Flag raising at MYCõs 2010 Commissioning Chowder. 

June has a full array of activities for our members.   
Racing season starts ð one-design events, the 
Patton Bowl, and Tiller Trophy.  Weõre looking 
forward to seeing many boats on the lines, taking 
advantage of the early summer breezes.  The 
popular Ladies Sailing also starts this month.   
Wednesday afternoons have become the time for 
ladies to get together for sailing and casual 
socializing. 
 
Cruising events begin with a Gam at Misery 
Island, followed mid-month with the Spring 
Rendezvous to friendly Hingham Yacht Club, a 
cruising favorite.  Both events are great 
opportunities to enjoy local cruising spots with a 
group of MYC boats before the crowds arrive.  
Cruisers should also take advantage of the Patton 
Bowlõs cruising class race. 
 
Many land based events occur in June.  Mid-
month, the Executive Committee is cooking for 
our members on Friday night.  Two days later, the 
traditional Fatherõs Day Gam on the floats is a 
great late afternoon party.  At the beginning of 
the month, weõre holding a safety at sea seminar 
to help members keep the season a safe one.  
Later in the month, weõre introducing a new 
event, a Pot Luck Family Gam.   
 
All of these June events and more are described 
below in Trident.  I look forward to seeing you 
around the clubhouse and on the water. 
 

Sincerely, 
Tom Johnson 
Commodore 
commodore@manchesteryc.org   
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VICE COMMODOREõS NOTES 
 
Ongoing Clubhouse Improvements 
Activity at the Club is increasing as more boats 
appear on moorings in the harbor.  As I write, 
you can also see that work to repair, reseal and 
repaint the parking lot is underway.  Chip Holmes 
has taken on this project, working with an outside 
contractor.  The project should improve parking 
as well as make the surface of the parking lot 
remain in good condition for the future.  At our 
well-attended Commissioning Chowder, you may 
well have noticed the freshly planted window 
boxes, thanks to Wendy Smith, and the cleaned 
garden, thanks to Ann Harrison. 
 
Launch Hours 
By the time you get this newsletter, the summer 
hours of launch operation will be in place through 
to September 6th.  This means that launch service 
begins at 0800, seven days a week.  On Monday 
and Tuesday, the launch shuts down at 1900.  
Wednesday through Saturday and holidays, the 
service runs until 2200.  On Sundays, the launch 
stops at 2000. 
 
Tiffany McCarthy Joins the Staff 
Tiffany McCarthy joins the MYC staff as our 
newest launch driver.  Please say hello to her as 
you pass through the clubhouse or ride with her 
in the launch.  We welcome her to the wonderful 
team that makes MYC a friendly Club.  Tiffany 
provides the following introduction to help us get 
to know her: 

 

 
Tiffany McCarthy, MYCõs newest staff member 

My name is Tiffany McCarthy and I am currently 
attending Boston Architectural College.  I will be 
starting my second year there as a bachelor of interior 
design student.  Iõve lived in Stoneham my entire life, 
and I seem to enjoy the peacefulness of it. 
  
I graduated from Essex Agricultural and Technical 
High School for ornamental horticulture as a plant 
science major.  I got a scholarship for being one of the 
best in horticulture.  Landscaping is one of my favorite 
things to do, if not the most favorite.  I enjoy every part 
of the labor and intensity it takes to get the jobs done.  
I played varsity basketball all four years and was 
captain for my senior year. 
  
I donõt play for a team anymore, but basketball is my 
favorite sport, and I still love to shoot around.  The 
summer going on to my junior year, I got a job at the 
high school helping the maintenance department.  That 
was how I met George Vanikiotis (now a fellow 
launch driver at MYC).  He was my boss at the time 
and for the years that followed.  Now I work there as 
a landscape crew leader when I am not at the 
Manchester Yacht Club.  Working at the yacht club 
is a whole new experience for me, but I am very 
excited. 
  
Since Iõve been working day in and day out on my 
school projects, I canõt say Iõve had any time for 
hobbies.  I hang out with my friends, go out to eat, 
enjoy the nice weather at the beach, and play 
basketball from time to time.  I used to travel as a kid 
to Las Vegas and Florida, but the only traveling Iõve 
done at this age is go to North Carolina to see my 
brother. 
  
Thank You, 
Tiffany McCarthy 

 
 
Bill Barton 
Vice Commodore 
vice-commodore@manchesteryc.org  
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REAR  COMMODOREõS NOTES 
 
Club rentals 
As the boats are filling in the harbor, the MYC 
calendar is also filling up.  It is exciting to see our 
beautiful facility being utilized by its members. 
There are still plenty of evenings available should 
you wish to host a special event.  Please send me 
an email to check availability of dates. 
 
Locker rentals 
Locker assignments are almost complete with 
only two remaining spaces.  Since I have not 
heard from several of the existing locker rental 
members, it will be assumed that you would like 
to renew your locker.  For those of you who no 
longer wish to rent a locker for this season, please 
send me an email to that effect.  
 
Yearbook 
You will be receiving the Annual MYC Yearbook 
in the mail shortly.  Many thanks to Carolynn 
Isham Pitman for her hours of data management 
and attention to detail!  We hope you find the 
Yearbook helpful in getting to know your Club 
and other members better.  Over the summer, I 
would love to hear any suggestions that you have 
as to how we can make the book better and 
improve its look and use.   Please take a moment 
to think about what specific information is 
important to keep in the book versus what 
information might be best to have on our website. 
I look forward to brainstorming with those of you 
who have any creative ideas. 
 

Hope to see you on the water! 
 

Holly Helliwell Fabyan  
Rear Commodore 
rear-commodore@manchesteryc.org  
 

 

CRUISING  
 
A fun time was had by all at the first Gam of the 
season on April 30th.  The Gam was combined 

with a movie 
night at the 
Club, with 
thanks to Jim 
Starkey for his 
audio visual 
assistance.     
The Cushing 
family also 
celebrated 
Edwardõs 
birthday, 
featuring a 
beautiful and 
creative cake. 
 

 

 
Happy Birthday Edward! 

 
In early May, several MYC members participated 
in one of the regular seminars that the Cruising 
Committee will be coordinating this year.  On 
May 8th, the topic was òTechniques and 
Technologies at Sea.ó  Special thanks go to Mike 
Maginn and to Tom Johnson for running the 
seminar. 
 

 
Members at the Techniques and Technologies Seminar 
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June promises to be a very active month for MYC 
members.  Please mark your calendars for these 
upcoming Cruising Committee events: 
 
 
Offshore Safety at Sea Seminar 
Saturday June 5 at MYC at 1000 
Are you contemplating sailing a bit further afield? 
Whether you are thinking about sailing further up 
the coast or possibly heading offshore with your 
boat, you will want to stop by for this Saturday 
morning seminar on offshore safety.  The topics 
and techniques we discuss are targeted at heading 
further distances, but can apply equally well to 
being safe and prepared along the coast of New 
England. 
 
Some of the topics we will cover include: 

 Personal & boat safety gear 

 Man overboard recovery 

 Medical & seasickness issues 

 Boat and crew preparation 

 Communications 

 Weather 

 Abandon ship planning 

 Possible new destinations within reach 
 

We will also make available some of the best 
guides and publications on seamanship and 
safety.  A special page on the club website will 
also be prepared for participants where they will 
have easy access to some of the resources 
discussed. 
 
Presenters will include Charlie Newhall, Bill 
Barton, and Paul McMahon.  Each of the group 
has offshore sailing experience which they will 
share with you.  The goal is to help you feel more 
comfortable when you leave the harbor,  whether 
headed to mid-coast Maine, Nova Scotia or across 
the Atlantic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MYC Geo-Caching Treasure Hunt and Gam 
Saturday June 5 at 1600 hrs 
Misery Islands 
 

 
 
You are invited to the Manchester Yacht Club 
Family Gam featuring a Geo-Caching Treasure 
Hunt.  We will rendezvous in the cove between 
Big Misery and Little Misery.  The geo-caching 
event will be at the beginning of the Gam.  It will 
combine some practice of both geo-caching and 
dead reckoning navigation.  While you are on the 
islands, we will ask you to pick up any trash that 
you find.  Join MYC friends and family, have a 
good time, enjoy the islands, clean up any trash 
you find, and find hidden clues and treasure as we 
practice our navigation skills. 
 
Geo-caching is an outdoor treasure-hunting game 
in which the participants use navigation 
techniques and/or a Global Positioning System 
(GPS) receiver to hide and seek containers called 
"geocaches" or "caches." Our caches are small 
waterproof containers containing "treasure."  As 
we òCache-Inó we will òTrash-Outó, gathering 
trash we find on the islands. 
 
Call your friends and team up with another boat.  
Bring a hand held GPS, a hand held compass, and 
a dinghy to get ashore.   NOTE: We highly 
recommend that each team have at least one member of the 
Trustees of Reservations ð Misery Islands -- 
http://www.thetrustees.org/membership/ 
    
In advance, you should practice with your GPS 
how to enter a waypoint, how to use the MOB 
(man overboard) feature, and how to navigate 
back òhomeó to a starting point.  During the 
hunt, we will use these features, for example, to 
run a course between two marks (points).     

http://www.thetrustees.org/membership/
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Families, couples, singles, young, and old are all 
invited.  Anyone 12 or under must wear a life 
jacket in a dinghy.  We will give extra points for 
demonstrating your navigation skills using both a 
GPS and a compass.  Also extra points will be 
given for any trash that you haul off the island.  
We will supply the garbage bags and prizes.   We 
will have a couple dinghies to help with the 
transportation.  
 
Bragging, awards, and prizes will be back at the 
MYC Gam between the islands.  Items to note: 

 Bring your hand held GPS, hand held 
compass, TTOR membership card and dinghy 

 Bring an hors dõoeuvre to share with others in 
the GAM 

 Captains --bring your own water or watering 
can  

      
Questions / information, please contact Steve 
Hall at steve.hall@alumni.tufts.edu or at             
978-526-7644, or Mike Maginn at 
mike.maginn@gmail.com or at 978-468-4644.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Safe Boat Inspection Day 
Saturday, June 19th at MYC from 0800 ð 1200 
The Cruising Committee has arranged for the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary to visit the Club to 
conduct free and risk-free inspections.  These    
well-trained volunteer vessel examiners will come 
aboard your boat (of any size) at your invitation 
only and check for basic safety equipment.  
 

 
Commodore Johnson with the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
 
Sign-up to have your boat inspected.  The 
inspection will take about 30 minutes per boat if 
equipment is set out beforehand.  By passing this 
inspection, your boat receives a sticker (below) 
visible for the Coast Guard.   
 

 
 
There is NO RISK to being inspected.  Should 
your boat be missing any requirements, only you 
and the inspector know that, and it will not be 
reported to the Coast Guard.  The idea is to 
promote boat safety.  To sign up for a time, email 
Charlie Newhall at CLNewhall@gmail.com.   
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