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COMMODOREõs LETTER 
 
The opening event of Manchester Yacht Clubõs 
2010 season was a delightful success.  The Spring 
Dinner brings members together to share stories 
of our winter exploits, catch up on news about 
family and friends, and enjoy each otherõs 
company.  The first Saturday in April, a warm and 
sunny one, nearly one hundred members gathered 
at the Salem Waterfront Hotel for cocktails and 
dinner.  The evening resonated with camaraderie 
and excitement about the coming season.  The 
dinner was good, but the highlight of the evening 
was Rich Wilson, our after dinner speaker.   
 

 
 

Those of us attending relived Richõs experience of 
sailing Great America III in the Vendee Globe solo, 
around the world, non-stop, keeping Antarctica to 
starboard.  Rich made us feel the emotions of his 
28,590-mile, 121-day race -- the fear of capsizing 
going down 60 foot waves, the pain of being 
thrown across the cabin and breaking ribs, the 
exhaustion of pounding at 15 to 20 knots for days 
with little sleep, the pride of educating 
schoolchildren along the way, and the camaraderie 
of sailors around the world.  It was a moving 
story.  Thanks go to Ann Noble-Kiley and the 

Entertainment Committee for such a fine 
evening.   
 

MYC offers several informational sessions this 
year.  The first was a tour of the Cape Ann 
Museum and the Windward Leeward exhibit 
featuring the paintings of Peter Vincent.  Thirty 
members took part in the very successful tour and 
social hour.  Thanks go to Rear Commodore 
Holly Fabyan for organizing the event.  The next 
seminar will be Techniques and Technologies at 
Sea.  See Charlie Newhallõs write-up in this 
Trident.   
 

May is typically a month for messing about in 
boat yards getting ready for the season.  Itõs also a 
month for getting the Club going.  The traditional 
Commissioning Chowder and the Memorial Day 
picnic are coming up this month.  We hope that 
you will participate with family and friends.  The 
Commodoreõs Cocktail Party, our members-only 
event hosted by the Club, happens mid-month.  
See the Entertainment Committee section of 
Trident for all these events. 
 

Manchester Junior Yacht Club programs begin in 
May.  This year there are a number of MJYC 
programs including two races, three dances, and 
several weekend activities including a sunset 
cruise and cookout.  We encourage membersõ 
children to take advantage of these events. 
 

Soon weõll all be boating again.  See you on the 
water. 
 

Sincerely, 
Tom Johnson 
Commodore 
commodore@manchesteryc.org   
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VICE COMMODOREõS NOTES 
 
The season is upon us, and the Club is ready for 
sailing.  As of this writing, all of the floats are in 
and launch service is running.  When you come to 
the Club, you will also see that the deck at the 
entrance to the clubhouse has been repainted and, 
for the first time, there will be new rope handrails 
attached to the newel posts on the front steps.  
This adds a little maritime flair that was intended 
when the clubhouse was rebuilt. 
 
As mentioned in our last issue, you will also see 
that one of our outer floats has been re-decked in 
a new synthetic material that provides better non-
skid and a cleaner surface that should last for 
years.  We hope to apply this same material to 
another float in the fall, adding years to its life. 
 
Jack and Andrew are also in the process of 
creating an inventory of spare parts for our two 
launches.  By having some of these parts on hand, 
we should be able to minimize any downtime of 
these vessels, which are so critical to our 
enjoyment of our boats and the water. 
 
We also anticipate that by mid-May we will have 
made repairs to the parking lot in front of the 
clubhouse and repainted the lines on all parking 
spaces.  This should improve parking and allow 
the staff to keep the area cleaner.  Finally, the 
septic system has been pumped as part of ongoing 
maintenance. 
 
Our two launches and race committee boat have 
been handsomely repainted and varnished by 
either our staff or the crew at Crockerõs Boat 
Yard.  One major improvement has been the 
installation of a new hydraulic steering system on 
Trident; this work by Crockerõs should make the 
boat more reliable in heavier weather and seas. 
 
Bill Barton 
Vice Commodore 
vice-commodore@manchesteryc.org  

 
 

REAR  COMMODOREõS NOTES 
 
Thank you all for taking the time to update your 
information for the Annual Yearbook.  We really 

appreciate everyoneõs effort to keep their contact 
information current because it makes 
communication more efficient and informs you, 
in a timely manner, of all that MYC has to offer 
its members. 
 
Please take a moment to review the Schedule of 
Events when you are planning out your summer 
fun.  Remember that the MYC clubhouse is a 
wonderful place to host a special event for your 
family and friends.  The Club charges its members 
a very reasonable fee to have access to the 
clubhouse facilities and to take advantage of the 
beautiful harbor setting.  Please contact me for 
available dates and times.  I am happy to answer 
any questions about our rental policy. 
 
The MYC also provides 24 lockers for members 
to rent ($125 per season).  Even though many 
locker rentals may be renewed, there are plenty 
of lockers that are still available.  If you wish to 
maintain or obtain a locker, please let me know so 
locker assignments can be made or renewed.  Jack 
Fadden will distribute locker keys after the Club 
opens. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
Commissioning Chowder on May 9th. 
 
Holly Helliwell Fabyan  
Rear Commodore 
rear-commodore@manchesteryc.org  
 

 

CRUISING  
 
Cape Ann Museum Tour 
Thirty Manchester Yacht Club members enjoyed 
a very lovely April 14th evening at the Cape Ann 
Museum for a private tour and social.  The 
featured exhibit was Windward Leeward: The 
Paintings of Peter Vincent, a captivating nautical 
artist who has lived and worked in Rockport since 
1955.  In addition, the docent-led tours took us in 
small groups through some of the museumõs 
wonderful collection.  Their maritime exhibit 
included three historic vessels: the small boat used 
by Alfred Johnson in the first solo crossing of the 
Atlantic Ocean in 1876; an outfitted Cape Ann 
dory; and the Gloucester sloop Great Republic, 
which the legendary Howard Blackburn sailed 
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single-handed (and fingerless!) to Portugal in 
1901. 
 

 
 
The entire museum was open to MYC.  Docents 
also took us through a fascinating tour of the 
best-known of Cape Annõs 19th century artists, 
maritime luminist Fitz Henry Lane.  The 
Museumõs collection of his work is the largest in 
the world.  We topped off our tour with 
Surrounded by Water, Clara Wainwrightõs magical 
quilts created by Wainwright over the past 42 
summers. 
 

 
 
The highlight of the evening was the camaraderie 
among fellow members during the tour and at the 
social hours before and after the tour.  Thanks go 
to the Cape Ann Museum for putting on a superb 
event for us and to Edith Pepper Goltra and Rear 
Commodore Holly Fabyan for planning and 
organizing the event. 

Seminar: Techniques & Technology at Sea 
Saturday, May 8 from 1000-1200 at MYC 
 
Get ready!  The first seminar of the year features 
three topics that will help you navigate a safe and 
successful season.  Youõll be learning about the 
newest, hottest tools in electronics, how to deal 
with the omnipresent bane of New England 
sailors -- the wily lobster pot, and how you could 
unintentionally lose your boat after a helpful tow.  
 
Weõve identified two or three new technologies 
that have migrated down to an affordable range 
for sailors of all kinds.  Come and learn what the 
new, new instruments are and how you can use 
them to make passage making, local cruising, and 
day sailing less stressful. 
 
Weõll also hear from a member who is 
experienced in picking up and resolving lobster 
pot problems in a safe and secure way using 
simple low-tech tools.  Heõll present ideas for 
avoiding pots, learned the hard way. 
 
How many sailors know the difference between 
salvage and towing?  Whether you sail the high 
seas or go around the buoys in a one-design boat, 
this is a critical distinction that you should prepare 
for and have down cold. 
 
Finally, members are encouraged to come and 
share their experiences and views on these topics.    
During the seminar, youõll hear from guest 
speakers, watch videos and demonstrations, and 
have plenty of time to comment and ask 
questions about each of these themes.  
 
Coffee and donuts are being served starting at 
0930.  Come join us.  For more information, 
please contact Mike Maginn at 
mike.maginn@gmail.com. 
 
 
Buzzards Bay/Bristol, RI ð Herreshoff 
Museum Cruise 
July 18ð23 
Planning is under way for a one-week cruise to 
the warmer waters of Buzzards Bay in July.  The 
highlight of the cruise will be a rendezvous at the 
Herreshoff Museum in Bristol, RI on Wednesday, 
July 21st.  We will have unlimited access to both 
the Herreshoff and Americaõs Cup Museums for 
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Wednesday and Thursday with guided tours, and 
a visit to the Model Room will also be arranged.  
A presentation by the Museum will be held on 
Wednesday evening.  Moorings and dockage are 
available at the Museum. 
 
We will also be scheduling informal events on 
Sunday, July 18th en route to the Cape Cod Canal, 
and on Tuesday, July 20th in Warwick/East 
Greenwich, RI.  On Friday, July 23rd there will be 
a disbanding event in the Red Brook/Bassett 
Island area, south of the Cape Cod Canal, so that 
those wishing to continue to the Islands may do 
so and those returning to Manchester can be 
home on Sunday. 
 

 
 

In addition to the museum tour on Wednesday, 
July 21st, we are planning a luncheon or a dinner.  
For planning purposes, we would like to get a 
sense of interest and a preliminary count of those 
who are considering attending.  If you will 
consider joining us, please send an email by     
May 5th (end of day) to Charlie Newhall at 
CLNewhall@gmail.com, along with the 
approximate number of folks, your preference for 
a luncheon vs. a dinner, and whether you would 
drive or sail to Bristol, RI.   

 

THE HERRESHOFF MARIN E MUSEUM / 

AMERICA'S CUP HALL O F FAME  is dedicated to the 

education and inspiration of the public through presentations of 

the history and innovative work of the Herreshoff Manufacturing 

Company and the America's Cup competition. 

The Museum, bordering beautiful Narragansett Bay in Bristol, 

Rhode Island, is one of the nation's most important historic 

maritime treasures.  Immerse yourself in exhibits about the 

Herreshoff Manufacturing Company, the America s Cup, and the 

fabulous people and yachts that gained fame around the world. 

Participate in our extraordinary events and expand your horizons. 

Visit, join, and be a part of a great tradition. (From the Herreshoff 

Museum website.) 

Charlie Newhall 
Cruising Committee 
 

 

ENTERTAINMENT  
 
MYC Spring Dinner 
Nearly 100 MYC members and guests were 
onboard at the Salem Waterfront Hotel on April 
3rd to shake off the long effects of winter and 
heartily greet one another for an enjoyable 
evening with guest speaker Rich Wilson, who kept 
people riveted in their seats long past bedtime to 
hear his tale as the oldest skipper and only 
American to complete the 2008-2009 Vendee 
Globe.  Sailing 28,590 miles in 121 days and 
enduring broken bones, broken gear and crushing 
fatigue, Rich led us through his journey on Great 
American III.  It was an inspiring presentation with 
stories of fellow competitors helping those in 
need.  The primary purpose of his voyage was   
K-12 education, and through the website 
sitesAlive! (www.sitesalive.com) he connected his 
voyage to 250,000 students.  Arlene Maginn, 
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Marlene Dolan, and Lisa Bonneville all did an 
outstanding job in putting this evening together. 
 

 
 
 

Mark your Calendarsé 
 
Sunday, May 9 -- 1200:  
Commissioning Festivities 
Come to the Club and celebrate both Motherõs 
Day and the start of the season at MYC.  The 
cannon will go off and, once again, we will enjoy 
Tim Hopkinsõs chowders and splendid repast.  A 
kid-friendly meal will again be served.  Please 
RSVP by Tuesday, May 4th; you can do so via 
email to Martha Mayne at memayne@juno.com.  
 
Sunday, May 16 -- 1800:  
Commodoreõs Cocktail Party at the Club 
Complimentary cocktails and hors dõoeuvres and 
the opportunity to òmeet and greetó your fellow 
members have made this the most popular of all 
of our events.  We hope all new members and 
sponsors will attend, as this is a great opportunity 
to become acquainted with longtime members 
and gain insight into the workings of the Club.  
This is a members-only event, and tie and jacket 
are requested.  For all of our MYC members, this 
promises to be a most enjoyable evening.  Look 
for your invitation.  Reservations are due by May 
11th. 
 
Monday, May 31 -- 1200:  
Memorial Day Picnic 
Bring your picnic down to MYC and enjoy the 
view with family and friends.  Once again, Paula 
Filias and her team, with the help of the Junior 
Yacht Club, are planning music and fun activities 
for your children and grandchildren.  
 
A housekeeping note: Please remember that if you 
need to cancel an RSVP, do so by the cutoff date.  

The Club gets charged for the number it gives to 
the caterer, and you will be billed if the 
cancellation comes in after that date.  Also, just a 
reminder that e-mail RSVPs to events are 
acknowledged, but postcard RSVPs are not. 
 

See you in May! 
 

Ann Noble-Kiley 
Entertainment Committee 
 

 
LADIES SAILING  
 

 
 

Ladies Sailing officially begins on June 23rd, but 
we need to update our contact list before we kick 
off the season.  If you would like to receive 
periodic updates regarding the Ladies Sailing 
program, please e-mail your contact information 
(name, phone, and e-mail address) to Pat Kozak 
at madymorgan@aol.com   
 

For those who have participated in the past, and 
any interested newcomers, this program is an 
informal weekly get-together to sail with other 
ladies that are eager to share their broad range of 
sailing skills and experiences.  We meet at the 
docks at 4PM each Wednesday, enjoy a friendly 
sail, and return for an impromptu social hour on 
the clubhouse deck.  Join us for one sail or every 
Wednesday; itõs up to you and your schedule.  The 
goal is to bring women together to sail and 
perhaps drop the daily stress level a notch or two! 
  

For more information, contact Pat Kozak at 
madymorgan@aol.com or 978-526-8626. 
 

Dee Christensen 
Executive Committee/Ladies Sailing 
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