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Sportsmanship, fair sailing and misconduct

A fundamental principle of sportsmanship is that when you break a rule you will promptly take a
penalty, which may be to retire. You must play fairly. If you do not, or if you bring the sport into
disrepute, you may be penalized severely.

Helping those in danger
You must give all possible help to any person or vessel in danger.

Decision to race
Deciding whether it is safe for you to
start or continue racing is for you
alone, not for the people
running the race.

crules 2 and 69; Part 1 rules 1.1 and 4

Sportsmanship and the Rules



Starboard or Portl.

Part 2 rules 10, 11 and 12

Definitions Leeward and Windward, Tack,

When boats meet

A boat is on the tack, starboard or port, corresponding to her windward side. A boat’s windward
side is the side that is towards the wind (except when running by the lee).

On opposite tacks
The port-tack boat must keep clear.
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On the same tack
The boat to windward (if overlapped) or clear astern (if not overlapped) must keep clear.
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I Tacking

After a boat passes head to wind, she must keep clear of other boats until she is on a close-hauled

course.
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Tacking boat
must keep clear

Avoiding contact
A boat must avoid contact with another boat if reasonably possible.

Port-tack boat
must keep clear

-, A boat must try to avoid
s contact if reasonably
/ possible

Part 2 rules 13 and 14



15 and 16

Part 2 rules

Acquiring right of way
When a boat acquires right of way, she must initially give the other boat room to keep clear
(unless she acquires right of way because of the other boat’s actions).

Windward boat
must keep clear

Boat clear astern
must keep clear

Boat acquiring right of way
must initially give room

Changing course
When a right-of-way boat changes course, she must give the other boat room to keep clear.
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Proper course

Normally, a boat can sail any course she chooses as long as she keeps clear of other boats or gives
them room when she must do so. Occasionally, the course she is allowed to sail after her starting
signal is restricted by her proper course, which is a course she would salil to finish as soon as
possible in the absence of the other boat.

If she obtains a leeward overlap from clear astern At a mark when her proper course to the
and within 2 lengths of another boat, she must not next mark is to gybe, if she has a boat
sail to windward of her proper course while the overlapped outside her, she must sail that
overlap exists. course and gybe.

Windward boat "

‘ TRBOM RSN ‘ Windward boat
must keep clear
clear

______ Leeward boat
must gybe

Boat clear astern Leeward boat must ‘
must keep clear not sail above her
proper course

Definitions Proper Course and Part 2 rule 17 and 18.4



Definitions Mark-Room and Zone and Part 2 rule 18.2

Mark-Room

When the first of two boats comes within three lengths of the mark (the zone), the boat clear astern
or overlapped outside at that time must give the other boat room to sail to the mark and then to
round it on her proper course (mark-room).

In other cases, when boats are overlapped and one of them is in the zone, the outside boat must
give the inside boat mark-room.

Windward boat

‘ must keep clear
Windward boat

must keep clear

Outside right-of-way boat
must give mark-room

At a leeward mark, this rule also applies when boats are overlapped and on opposite tacks.







